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S0, You Need To Hire A
Waterprooiing Contractor

We're honoured to provide these resources to help you on your journey!
We know reputations are hard to build and easy to lose. That's why our

business is built around two simple promises:

« Honesty and Transparency

We truly want each step of your journey — from the very first Google
search to a leak free basement - to be a positive one!

Of course we want your business, but first, we need to earn your trust.
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Who Is GJ] MacRae
Foundation Repair?

W

Family Owned and Operated Since 1975:
We are the Original Wetbasements Experts!

GJ MacRae Foundation Repair is a full-service, second generation
foundation repair company located in the Greater Toronto Area that
specializes in basement waterproofing, structural foundation repair and
underpinning. With over 10,000 completed projects to date, we wouldn't
be here without the trust of discerning homeowners like you and we'd
love to add your story to our ever-growing list of positive
testimonials and ratings!

Check out our testimonials by clicking this link or visit us

online at wetbasements.com/reviews
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How '1'o Navigate
Online Reviews

Reviews
Average customer rating: 9.5 /10 e seview

SORT BY
L} Most recant _) Most relevant # Reviews by Star

-%nwesl to highest

As a reminder, businesses cannot pay HomesStars to alter or remove any of their reviews. Each review that comes in goes
under comprehensive review moderation to avoid fraudulent/fake reviews. Read more about HomeStars Review Guidelines

O Reviews with photos O Highest to lowest

Waterproofing Foundation Nightmare And Sump Pump Install o/10

waterproofing review In Toronto ) 2

| used to waterproof the exterior of my house back in October of 2021 was my main
WS reviews contact and at first he was very helpful, honest and informative of the entire process. It took a
month after leaving the deposit and haggling them to tell me when they are going to be coming

out to do the work and team came out and did the work which was tough and gruelling but

it wasn't as what was agreed on in the contract. The sump pump pipe had two horizontal 90s

which were supposed to be 45 degrees and the pipe was supposed to g0 12ft from the house but

was only 6ft (I had to fix on my own). The seil was not compacted down as the team said |

« Sort Reviews Lowest to Highest

You can quickly get the bigger picture
by sorting online review ratings from
the lowest to highest.

& Direct Referrals Are Best

Sometimes contacting previous
clients directly is the best form of
testimonial!

& Are The Reviews Genuine?

Sometimes online reviews are paid for
so evaluate them with a personal lens
to determine their validity for yourself.

« Beware of High Review Counts

A huge number of reviews can easily
bury the negative ones so beware of
excessively high review counts.

CLICK HERE TO READ OUR REVIEWS

or visit us online at wetbasements.com/reviews

GJ] MACRAE FOUNDATION REPAIR

WETBASEMENTS.COM



https://wetbasements.com/reviews
https://wetbasements.com/

CHAPTER

CHAPTER

CHAPTER
05

CHAPTER

06

CHAPTER
07

CHAPTER
08

Table of Contents

The Early Stages of Basement Waterproofing

What waterproofing method is best suited for my house?

Comparing Basement Waterproofing Methods

Advantages and disadvantages between various repair methods.

What Type of Foundation Wall Do | Have?

Determine what kind of foundation wall your home has.

Why Is My Basement Suddenly Leaking?

What are the most common reasons basements start to leak?

Interior Basement Waterproofing Repair Methods

When is inside/interior basement waterproofing a good idea?

Mistakes To Avoid When Waterproofing

What mistakes should | avoid before waterproofing my house?

The Importance Of A Waterproofing Warranty

Why is my basement waterproofing warranty so important?

Finding A Reputable Waterproofing Contractor

This might be the most important page you read!

GJ MACRAE FOUNDATION REPAIR 4 WETBASEMENTS.COM



https://wetbasements.com/

@ The Early Stages of Waterprooiing

If you're still in the early stages of your journey, you might not yet know
whether you need to waterproof your basement from the inside or the
outside, or even what method of waterproofing is best suited
to your type of foundation walls.

Essentially, there are three main types of
basement waterproofing in the Greater Toronto Area.

01 Interior Basement Waterproofing

An interior basement waterproofing method consisting
of interior weeping tile systems, damp proofing
membranes and sump boxes with sump pumps.

02 Foundation Crack Injections

A basement waterproofing method consisting of resin or
foam crack injections directed at filling the existing
foundation crack to seal from the interior.

03 Exterior Basement Waterproofing

A basement waterproofing method consisting of exterior
membranes and weeping tile to keep water on the
outside of the foundation and drain it away from the structure.
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@ Basement Waterproofing
Comparison Chart

Want to skip the reading (can't blame you) and get a quick and easy comparison
chart of the three types of basement waterproofing?

This chart covers the pros and cons of interior basement waterproofing,
foundation crack injection and exterior basement waterproofing.

Desired Waterproofing Qualities Interior Crack Injection Exterior
Durability Medium Low High
Hydrostatic Pressure Relief None None High
No Demolotion of Interior High Demo Medium Demo None
No Demolotion of Exterior None None Medium
Resale Value Medium Low High
Speed of Installation Slow Fast Medium
Low Maintenance Low Low None
Low Initial Cost Medium Low High

If you want to learn more about basement waterproofing, keep reading!

This comprehensive guide was built on decades of experience gained through over
10,000 successful waterproofing projects over the course of 40 years. We couldn'’t
have created this guide without feedback from potential customers like you!

If you still have questions after reading this guide, click the link below
or visit us online at wetbasements.com

GET IN TOUCH WITH US
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What Type oi Foundation Wall
Do I Have”

Poured Concrete Foundation Wall
MODERN

A poured concrete foundation wall is generally
the most typical concrete structure in Southern

Ontario. If your home was built in the last 40
years it is likely poured concrete.

Cinderblock Foundation Wall

SEMI-MODERN

A cinderblock foundation wall is generally
the second most typical concrete
structure in Southern Ontario. If your
home was built in the last 70 years it is
likely a cinderblock wall.

Brick Foundation Wall

CENTURY

A brick foundation wall is the third most
typical masonry structure in Southern Ontario.
If your home was built in the last 100 years it is
likely a brick foundation wall.

Rubblestone Foundation Wall

HERITAGE

A rubblestone or fieldstone foundation

wall is the fourth most typical masonry
structure in Southern Ontario. If your home
was built more than 100 years ago it is
likely a rubblestone foundation wall.
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Why Is My
Basement
LLeaking?

So, Why Is My Basement Suddenly Leaking?

Basements leak for various
reasons over time. These issues
can stem from settling, lack of
waterproofing considerations,
existing foundation cracks, leaking
tie-rod holes, damaged weeping
tile systems, hydrostatic pressure,
unmaintained eavestrough
systems and/or a long term
negative soil grade.

To start, grading and drainage are
crucial areas to check when trying
to determine why water is getting
into your basement.

During a large rainstorm, do you
see significant volumes of
water pooling around your
foundation walls? If so, repairing
your grade may solve the issue.

GJ MACRAE FOUNDATION REPAIR

Additionally, solving your
basement leak may be as simple
as connecting a longer lead pipe
to the end of your downspouts to
get water away from your home
or repairing a damaged or choked
eavestrough systems that may be
spilling over.

If these reasons aren't the cause,
one of the following, or a
combination of, continue to the
next page for a more detailed
explanation of additional
foundation and structural-related
defects that may need to be
remedied to permanently solve
your basement leaking issue.
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Clogged

Weeping Tile

Systems

What Does Clogged Or Damaged Weeping Tile Look Like?

Signs of a clogged weeping tile
system are water penetration at
the foundation wall or floor seam,
bowing and cracked foundation
walls, and sump pump pits that
are dry, even during times of
heawvy rain or spring runoff.

Weeping tile is simply a perimeter
drain that runs around the
bottom of the outside of your
home and connects to a sump
pump box, or to the storm water
sewer at the street. Home
builders began installing weeping
tile at the beginning of the 19th
century, and they were originally
made from clay pipes that were
laid end to end.

These weeping tile systems
prevented groundwater from
building up in the soil and raising
the water table.
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As time passes, weeping tile
systems can become clogged and
hydrostatic pressure can force
water through cracks in foundation
walls and through openings
caused by expansion and
contraction in the
footing/foundation wall joint, and
even up through floor cracks.

Hydrostatic pressure can also cause
major structural damage to
foundation walls and is especially a
problem during freeze/thaw cycles,
and during spring runoff, when the
soil around your home is heavily
saturated. |n rare cases, existing
weeping tile systems can be
cleaned out using high pressure
water but the majority of the time,
clogged sections need to be
replaced with brand new weeping
tile during an interior or exterior
waterproofing repair.
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